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Short Ride Report 
Roses are red, violets are blue, 
I'm leading the short ride, are you coming too? 
 
My attempt at romantic poetry frightened all but two other cyclists from my Valentine's Day short 
ride of "sweet sixteen" miles, or was it that I mentioned the hills getting to Almscliff Crag might 
turn the ride into the second "Valentine's Day Massacre"? Well there was more embarrassment to 
come when David S realised all the pretty girls had disappeared on the medium rides and we then 
saw him pedalling furiously towards Leeds in hot pursuit. So that just left Kevin and I to go out on 
our Billy No Mate's Valentine's Day Ride. 
We wiped the tears from our eyes as we sped down Church Lane into Pannal. I pretended it was 
caused by wind chill, Kevin thought there might have been a fly somewhere within a yard or two 
of his eye. So we hid our disappointment well as we manfully climbed Brackenthwaite Lane, and 
then on to North Rigton where we stopped for 20 minutes or so to refit Kevin's pannier rack and 
bags as they were being clipped by his heels as he pedalled. Whilst doing this, somebody came 
out of their house to see if we needed help, which was rather touching to think that at least 
somebody in the world was prepared to talk to the two of us! Cheered on by this amazing 
unexpected act of friendship, we arrived at Almscliff Crag, where we stopped for photos, watched 
the rock climbers, and admired the long distance views up and down Wharfedale. We then turned 
right to get to Briscoerigg radio mast on the Otley-Harrogate road, and right again, where we met 
Roy, from Wheel Easy, cycling alone in the opposite direction. Oh what unconfined joy when Roy 
volunteered to turn round and cycle with us back to Harrogate via Beckwithshaw. Hey, we're Billy 
no mates no longer. Impressed? Well, I certainly was!  
The three of us finished the ride with a coffee stop at the Magnesia Well Cafe in Valley Gardens, 
before dispersing in different directions. We'd covered sweet 16 miles thus far; so by the time we 
arrived home, between us we would have covered a collective 50 miles for the Captain's Log. 
Congratulations to Kevin who coped well with his hilliest short ride, and he's now looking forward 
to tackling his first medium ride - with more company!!!! 



 
Daffodils are yellow, tulips are red, 
Next Valentine's Day, I'm staying in bed! Eric 
 
 
Click on slide show for all today's photos 
 
 
Medium Ride Report 
I led a ride to Leeds a few years ago and not everyone was happy with the route south. I was 
therefore slightly worried, so I rode the route on Friday and enjoyed it so much I felt confident 
others would enjoy it today. 
At the beginning of the day when explaining the route, I considered making some reference to 
Valentine's Day and I was pleased I didn't as I could not compete with Eric's romantic ramblings.  
Seventeen of us set off from Hornbeam and Dave P agreed to be the back marker. As there were 
so many of us we met at various points on route ensuring we were well spread out allowing cars 
to pass by. Dave did a great job ensuring we lost no one en route. However, it was rumoured we 
lost someone at Hornbeam! 
The route took us to Burn Bridge, over the A61 roundabout, up Walton Head Lane to Kirkby 
Overblow, Sicklinghall, Linton and Collingham. We cycled in groups along the busy Harewood Rd, 
before joining the West Yorkshire Cycleway to East Keswick, Bardsey, Wike and Slaid Hill.  
We all arrived at the arranged meeting point 'The Dexter' only to find it closed. Coffee was needed 
by most of the group and Sue, who was glaring at me, suggested returning to the Golf Club at 
Wike where coffee and bacon sandwiches would be available. Fortunately at that moment the 
doors opened and the solitary member of the bar staff had to serve seventeen thirsty cyclists. 
After refreshments and with Sue smiling again, we continued along Wigton Lane, turning along 
Manor House Lane, over the A61 to Eccup reservoir, Eccup village, past the Sun Inn, Weardley, 
over Harewood Bridge and onto Kirkby Overblow. Once we were all assembled we agreed the 
different routes home. 
It was a great morning's ride with a few good hills en route. We covered 32 miles and it was 
certainly a change to ride to Eccup! Paul 
 
Medium Plus Ride Report 
Nine set off on a new ride for all of us to Eccup Reservoir. O, to be in Yorkshire: beautiful sun filled 
vistas across the Wharfedale landscape; Red Kites hovering majestically above our heads (keep 
moving chaps); drivers smitten with cupid's arrow this Valentine's morn' tooting affectionately to 
us as we graciously reverted to single file! Setting off at a fair lick the route proved slightly more 
hilly than my (un)proficient map reading skills had forecast and it didn't help when the ride leader 
made the group climb one steep hill twice! Further concern mounted as seemingly endless golf 
fairways appeared - were we now cycling around in circles? However, these fears were dispelled 
as the houses appeared to be growing bigger and bigger - and oh, to have invested in the wrought 
iron fence business! Glyn left us to return home to Alwoodley and the rugby at Eccup Lane (I 
suspect later he wish he hadn't). However, we excused him as he had earlier already cycled to 
meet up at Hornbeam. We swooped down narrow winding country lanes before one final headlong 
rush along the A61 and up to Kirkby Overblow before returning home along the new Yorkshire 
Showground cycle path.  
9 riders completed 35 miles with not a cafe in sight! William 
 
Long Ride Report 
There was no nominated ride leader for the long ride today, but after a brief discussion it was 
agreed that we would ride to Masham. Just four people set off from Hornbeam and we were soon 
joined by Dave R by the traffic lights. We headed out of town via Knox Bridge and Hampsthwaite 
and kept up a steady pace up past Brimham Rocks. By now the sun was out and the distant views 
of the snow capped Whernside were stunning. Onwards and upwards to the moors to enjoy more 
glorious views and eventually the long downhill run to Masham for a much needed café stop.  



After lunch the group split. Dennis, needing to get home, sped off down the main road. Dave R 
persuaded Peter to head over to Lofthouse so it was just Chris and myself who took the original 
planned route back via West Tanfield, Wath and Ripon. A great winter's day ride of approximately 
55 miles. Jill 
 
2010 Wheel Easy Miles (approx) Today 1166 YTD 9085 

 
 

 
 


