Sunday, May 17, 2009
Wheel Easy Ride Report No. 160

Long Ride - Pomp, Odd Circumstances, and Lost Riders.
It started well and the sun shone on us for much longer than we expected. So we had a
great ride, most of the time.
Getting to Ripon was quick with a following wind and some really frisky legs on the go. Our
way was blocked at Ripon by a young (they just get even younger!) policeman who said
that we could not pass, as the Mayor's Parade was about to reach the Minster. One member
of the group pleaded toilet desperation and he let us through provided we walked. So very
kindly the Mayor of Ripon had arranged for his procession to be due at the Minster as we
arrived. We appreciated the line up of honoured escorts (see photo) but the Mayor was a bit
late for us so we set off continuing north to Wath and West Tanfield.
The leader had promised a fine view of the "Thornborough Henge", an ancient earthwork,
but sadly I couldn't find it. Black mark number 1. However tea, butties and buns in Masham
Square while being serenaded by the North Yorkshire Fire and Rescue Service pipe band,
made up for the lack of prehistoric monuments.
Not setting off together after the café stop makes things interesting. As we climbed up
through Swinton and onto the Moors it became apparent that the group that had set off
early was not quite going in the same direction. But with the blessings of mobile phones
they joined us, just in time for the leader's navigation error that took us to the village of
Ilton. Black mark number 2. We set that right and continued on a fabulous ride to Kirkby
Malzeard with great views, and then on to Grantley, Sawley and towards Ripley. It really
poured down as we approached Ripley but then cleared up for us to get home. I lost
Yvonne who enjoyed an independent route through Ripley Woods. Black Mark number 3.
55 miles for those who managed to stay on the main route! Martin W
The medium ride today was slightly shorter than we are used to but there were a few hills

which gave a different challenge. Although very similar to the short ride option 18 riders
opted for the medium ride. We welcomed three newcomers and then split up into two
groups to avoid causing traffic problems on Hookstone Road and Leadhall Lane. Sarah
volunteered to be back marker, which was a great help throughout the ride.
Once on Whinney Lane, we were able to become one large group again. We continued onto
Beckwithshaw and through Moor Park where an angry man, with a stick, politely told us this
was private property and we must not cycle through here again. At this point Paul B joined
us and we continued to Fewston Hall for refreshments, although Phil by now decided to
return home as rain was threatening. I nearly lost Sarah and Dennis at this point but
managed to chase after them and return them to the group.
After refreshments everyone opted to do the extra loop to Timble and those who had not
done that bit before enjoyed the extra miles and the views you got after the long climb.
Before returning to Fewston Hall, three opted for cycling over Askwith Moor and Weston
Moor into Otley and possibly return via Pool and Kirkby Overblow.
Returning to the hall we had a quick chat to a few of the short group before returning to
Harrogate. Four went via Hampsthwaite with the remainder returning via Penny Pot Lane. A
most enjoyable ride and we covered just over twenty miles with great views and great
company. Paul T
Short Ride. Seven riders headed to Leadhall Lane and enjoyed the fast descent down Church
Lane into Pannal, and then into Burn Bridge. The climb up Brackenthwaite Lane set some
pulses racing - and legs too when some used shanks's pony up the steepest section.
Straight over the crossroads, Briscoe Ridge Lane took us to the B6161, where we turned left
for 200 yards before turning up the excellent lane to Lanshaw Farm. Past the farm the track
deteriorated into a mudbath forcing us to walk for about 1/2 mile before joining up with the
forest road to the Little Alms Cliff car park, where we had our photo stop.
We took the familiar route through Norwood to Fewston Parochial Hall where 5 of us
supported Askwith Primary School PTA with tea, coffee, cakes and biscuits - Peter Palm and
John Winterburn having already taken a short cut home. We returned via Penny Pot Lane.
Crawford turned off via Hampsthwaite, and the remaining 4 crossed Oak Beck and climbed
up to the Spa Water bottling plant. Jez, on his first ride with Wheel Easy, celebrated his first
20-mile ride since 1982 by lighting a cigarette!!!!! Sue and John continued back to
Hornbeam. 20 miles, in good conditions, all back by 1pm before the heavy rain started. Did
we go as far as the medium ride? [No! Ed.] Eric W
A man was riding his bike along a California beach when suddenly the sky clouded above his
head....In a booming voice, the Lord said, "Because you have tried to be faithful to me in
all ways, I will grant you one wish." The cyclist pulled over and said, "Build a bridge to
Hawaii so I can ride over anytime I want."
The Lord said, "Your request is materialistic. Think of the enormous challenges for that kind
of undertaking; the supports required to reach to bottom of the Pacific and the concrete and
steel it would take! It will nearly exhaust several natural resources. I can do it, but it is hard
for me to justify your desire for worldly things. Take a little more time, and think of
something that could possibly help mankind."
The cyclist thought about it for a long time. Finally, he said, "Lord, I wish that I, and all
men, could understand our wives; I want to know how she feels inside, what she's thinking

when she gives me the silent treatment, why she cries, what she means when she says
nothing's wrong, and how I can make my woman truly HAPPY."
And the Lord replied...... "You want a cycle lane and two lanes or four car lanes on that
bridge?"

