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Short Ride Report 
Having driven home during the early hours in pouring rain, I had anticipated today's short ride 
being a rather soggy experience - not so. It was a crisp and sunny morning as thirteen of us set 
off on a fairly hilly route taking in such heights and delights as Grainbeck Lane, West Lane at 
Hampsthwaite, and thence to the T junction on Penny Pot Lane where the option to take a shorter 
route back via Oak Beck was debated. By this time, we had covered 10.5 miles at a reasonable 
pace. Sue T turned left here as she had to be home. Her excellent back-marking was undertaken 
by Sue W so thanks to the Sue's. 
Sadly, we had lost Sarah and Jon at the end of Knox Lane due to tyre technicalities with Sarah's 
bike. Jon had the necessary replacements / equipment so, hopefully, they were able to reach home 
or carry on cycling. Momentous and mountainous decision made, the remaining ten turned right 
and headed along Penny Pot savouring the views and observing the "Silence" at a suitable spot. 
The inclines beside The Sun Inn, up Norwood Lane and the slog up to Little Almscliffe proved a 
"piece of cake" and all arrived looking refreshed and raring to go! The descent to Beckwithshaw 
required just sitting back and coasting! With only one challenge ahead - the "Squinting Cat", the 
decision was to keep going rather than have a coffee stop at the Valley Gardens. We returned to 
Hornbeam via the Rossett Cycle Path and Leadhall Lane have bade farewell to Trevor on Green 
Lane. 
Thank you one and all and apologies to the two people who do not appear on the photo due to 
photographer's lack of skill! 18.5 miles 
Sue T's actual mileage back to her house was 12.98 
 
Click on slide show for all today's photos 
 
 
Medium Ride Report 
This turned into a bit of local history ride as we enjoyed a cruise along through the flattish roads 
and local points of interest around Boroughbridge. Seven of us set off and although this number 



fluctuated it remained at that average for most of the ride.  
We headed out to Knaresborough and Farnham where John took a shorter route back but Crawford 
made up the numbers by leaving the Medium Plus and joining us. Then we went to Arkendale and 
Great Ouseburn where we stopped for the Remembrance Day's minute silence. My favourite 
delightful back lane took us through the Dunsforth's and on to Aldborough where Crawford pointed 
out, very appropriately, the plaque in memory of the Canadian Air Crew who crashed near the 
village in 1944. Significantly, this was an act of heroism as the pilot had deliberately turned his 
burning aircraft away from the village and then crashed into a nearby hill.  
At Boroughbridge I introduced many of the riders to the Laden Table where we consumed 
obligatory quantities of coffee and cake before taking the route out to Roecliffe. An early pause 
was at the Devil's Arrows, an often passed-by prehistoric site but well worth a stop to admire the 
scale of the standing stones. Then we made our way back via the bridleway bringing us out at 
Copgrove Church. Afterwards it was homeward with some weary legs and thoughts of hot tea. 
Martin W Mileage 7 x 33 = 231 
 
Medium Plus Ride Touring Pace Report 
Easingwold via Boroughbridge - 45 miles. The day started off very cold, but got warmer and 
sunnier as the day progressed. It was a great day for cycling. As it was a fairly straight forward 
route we were able to break into smaller groups and meet up along the way. This was my first 
time as a ride leader and I was very well supported so I really got to enjoy the ride. Our route 
from Knaresborough was Staveley, on through Boroughbridge and on to Easingwold where we 
went to (now open again for cyclists), Café 21, in the retirement home. Home from home then.  
From Easingwold we continued with a steady pace, via Aldwark Bridge for an early return home. 
Lovely route, good company, and great weather. Yvonne. Mileage 13 x 45 = 585 
 
Medium Plus Ride Fast Pace Report 
I was not feeling tip top and was going to do the shorter medium ride until I was appointed ride 
leader for the fast group of 7. So reluctantly off I went leading the group through Knaresborough, 
and Minskip. We discussed a coffee stop and where to observe the two minute silence and opted 
to join the service at Brafferton / Helperby. We were surprised when Yvonne's gang passed us on 
the way to Easingwold and as I was lost we followed and joined them for coffee at Café 21. I was 
certainly feeling under the weather and was not thinking straight and thought that we were on a 
different ride. After coffee and now knowing the route we left the slow group and rode back at 
speed through Aldwark, Great Ouseburn, Arkendale and home. 47 x 6, plus 1 x hm not sure. Good 
laughs and company. Thanks all! Darren. 
 
Long Ride Report 
Reports of frost and ice experienced whilst riding to Hornbeam caused us to abandon the Oakdale 
Bridge route and instead approach Hampsthwaite via the frost at Knox.,Soon after we decided to 
split the party of 12 into two half dozen teams heading for Masham via Grewelthorpe. Whist being 
wary of the frost it was actually a diesel spill just after Clint that unseated one of our team. 
Nevertheless we arrived at the appointed café only to find no evidence of the fast team until Ben 
arrived to report they had just left another place. 
So seven of us rode past Swinton Hall through the wonderfully named Wathersmasake to Laverton 
and the climb over Pateley Moor descending to Wisill . The climb from Summerbridge to 
Stonehouse was much tougher than I remembered it but at least it was all downhill from there. 
We never saw the advance team again but I hope they enjoyed the route and the views in good 
weather. I clocked 57 miles for the round trip.Peter R 
 
2010 Wheel Easy Miles (approx) Today 2049 YTD 136402 



 
 

 
 


